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Pustic ADMINISTRATION. 


THe Sansodhini, of the 23rd October, complains that there are many 
bad characters at Outshahi. They knock at 
the doors of respectable native ladies in the 
disguise of their acquaintance, and do much mischief when admitted into the 
houses. The supineness of the punchayets is simply culpable. Though these 


facts have appeared in the newspapers, still the Deputy Magistrate of 
Munshigunge takes no notice of the matter. 


2. The same paper gives the latest facts in connection with the case of 
Ashruf Bebee. The boy is still living with the 
Moulvi, who has not yet taken a pice for his 
maintenance ; the fears of the Bebee are now proved to be perfectly ground- 
lesa. She has sent her apology to the Collector for all the trouble she has 
given him. The articles which the Manager was charged with having stolen 
have all been, with the exception of a few that were lost, produced by the 
Bebee herself. The Manager was charged with having forcibly taken away 
fish; but the whole affair is found entered in the Bebee’s account books. 
Baboo Taran Chandra was for nothing put to ruinous expense. It is 
rumoured that the Collector has sent a report to the Board against Baboo 
Purna Chandra Datta, the pleader of the Judge’s Court. 


3. The same paper remarks that Anglo-Indians look upon high 
education in India with disfavour. They 
think that high education, by raising the 
natives to posts of honour and emoluments, deprives them of their loaves and 
fishes. There is no doubt that it has improved the condition of the natives 
and it has opened their eyes. ‘The natives owe this to the favour of English- 
men. Ifthe same Englishmen strike at the root of their own greatness, they 
will bring obloquy on themselves. When an English officer goes to inspect 
any school, he generally examines boys in Bengali and in Sanskrit; he does 
not at all like that they should learn English. Without high education 
they would be like beasts. Had the natives of India not made any progress 
in religion, knowledge, and education, sixty thousand Englishmen could have 
never kept 240 millions in subjection. If the natives are more fully educated, 
one good Englishman will be able to rule Indiafrom the Himalayas to the 
Cape Comorin. With the progress of high education loyalty to Englishmen 
will take deep root. 


4. The Medini, of the 25th October, says that the Ilbert Bill is not 
a small matter as it is represented to be. 
Right or wrong, it is the impression amongst 
the native population in India that the English criminals often escape 
with but slight punishment at the hands of the judges of their own race. 
They argue that the English judges, however well educated, are men and not 
eods. In passing judgment against their own countrymen they cannot but 
be very leniently disposed. 


- 


Bad characters at Outshahi. 


The sequel of Ashruf Bebee’s case. 


High education. 


Anglo-Indians and Lord Ripon. 


Scarcity of water in the Midnapore Midnapore canals was constructed are fulfilled. 
canals. Instead of adding fertility to the surrounding 
fields, it is making them sterile. The supply of water does not always suffice 
for irrigation purposes. The ryots are suffering to a very great extent from 
scarcity of water in the present year of severe drought. The plan according 
to which the canal is constructed can irrigate 50,000 acres of land, but over- 
zealous officers of Government have undertaken to supply between 1,00,000 
to 1,50,000 acres. The supply of water has failed. Over and above this 


5. The same paper complains that noneof the objects for which the 
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the canal must have water enough for navigation purposes. The writer 
requests Government to stop navigation in the canal,so that the whole 
volume of water available may be used for irrigation. The scanty supply 
of water has produced feuds among the villagers, all of whom try to steal 
water from the fields of their neighbours. Affrays are not unfrequent, even 
at the early period of the month of sartick. What miseries are in store for 
poor ryots can well be imagined. Baboo Kailas Chandra Ghosh, the Revenue 
Superintendent, has himself appeared upon the field. ‘The dutiful Magistrate 
should show some signs of life at this imminent crisis. 

6. The same paper remarks that though Messrs. Hoare, Miller and 
Co. have slightly modified their arrange- 
ments, yet the inconvenience of the passen- 
gers has not yet been removed. They land men at Mohanpore, about two 
miles from Midnapore, and on the other side of the river. The writer 
requests Government to make such arrangements that the steamer may 
proceed directly to the sudder ghat, or that men may come from Mohanpore 
to Midnapore without much trouble. 


Messrs. Hoare, Miller and Co 


7. The same paper ascribes the un- 
The health of Midnapore. ; ‘ 
oe ee healthiness of Midnapore to the following 
causes :-— 


(1) The river has been dammed in many places to prevent floods, 
but this prevents the accumulated filth being washed 
away ; 


(2) The drainage ofthe country has been obstructed by the high 
mounds of earth on both sides of the Midnapore-Ulubaria, 
Canal and its branches ; 


(3) To keep a constant supply of water in the Ulubaria Canal, 
anicuts have been constructed with stones at two places 
in the Cossye. This has made the river water stagnant 
at all seasons except the rainy season. It has increased 
the sub-soil moi-ture, and has caused the prevalence of 
malaria. Villages around the stagnant waters are 
suffering comparatively more than those at a distance. 


8. Thesame paper complains that though private students can appear 
in the Entrance and M. A. examinations, 
they are not allowed to appear in the F. A. 
and B. A. examinations. This seems to be hard and anomalous. If a 
private student can pass the highest and the lowest examinations of the 
Calcutta University, he can pass the intermediate examinations as well. The 
writer hopes that the kind-hearted Governor-General will remove this 
anomaly. | 
9. The Udbodhan, of the 26th October, compares the reign of 
ee eS Lord Ripon to that of Rama, the. celebrated 
aes cae hea king of Ajody&. Rama set a_ noble 
example of self-sacrifice for the good of his people. His fame will last till the 
end of the world. Up to this time every one considered the system of 
rovernment said to have been pursued by Rama to be perfectly imaginary ; 
but Lord Ripon has proved that it is not so; such a state of things can be 
actually realized in this world. The predecessors of Lord Ripon came to 
India either for pleasure or for profit ; but Lord Ripon has come to do good 


to Lag people of India, to raise the condition of the degenerated population 
of India. 


The Calcutta University. 
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10. The Hahsahar Prakashikd, of the 27th October, is afraid that a 


, , famine is at hand. The people are suffering 
Apprehension of famine. 


for a long time from malarious fever, but 
they had one consolation. They had no want of food. The rise in the 


prices Of food-grains will complete the ruin of the country. The 
drought has destroyed the crops in the majority of places. In other 
places the outturn is not at all satisfactory. The Lieutenant-Governor 
has personally inspected the state of the mofussil. He receives reports 
regarding the state of the crops. So he cannot plead ignorance in this 
matter. ‘The writer is of opinion that measures should from this time 
be adopted for the prevention of famine. 


11. The same paper is glad to learn that Lord Ripon intends to 


: ery. re 
The representative of the ryots. appoint to the Imperial Legislative Council 


of India a representative of the ryots, and that 
either Mr. W. C. Bonerjee or Mr. Amir Aliis likely to obtain the appoint- 


ment. Lord Ripon has introduced many useful reforms in the state. That 
he should tolerate the one-sided policy of admitting a representative of 
the zemindar and not a representative of the ryot appeared to be out of all 
harmonywith his character. 

12. The Sanjivani, of the 27th October, hears that if a representative 


itil ieee of the ryot be appointed in the Legislative 
petites Council of the Governor-General of India, 
Mr. W. C. Bonerjee has the best chance of being appointed. The writer does 


vot know if Mr. Bonerjee is possessed of any of the qualifications for fitly 
representing the ryots No one knows whether he has any knowledge of 
the ryot at all. 


13. The same paper notices with apprehension the gloomy prospects 
ri ‘ of crops in Bengal. Bengal is suffering from 
ss drought, Bombay and Madras from exces- 
sive rains. The heavy rains have not yet ceased in the North-Western 
Provinces, while complete cessation of rains in the Panjab has ruined the 
prospect of a good harvest in that province. 
14, The same paper regrets that the chief Anglo-Indian newspapers, 
PAS the Englishman and the Pioneer, have not 
i taeaeptees only exceeded the bounds of decency and 
good taste, but are openly preaching rebellion. Hncouraged by their 
instigations, a few half-educated tea and indigo planters of the Hudson 
type are behaving themselves in the wildest manner possible. The declara- 
tion of Mr. Gladstone that the ascendancy of the Anglo-Indians is to be checked 
has set Englishmen on fire. The Hxglishman predicts that there will be 
a civil war in England, and that he will crush the radicals with 40,000 troops 
raised in India. Itis needless to say that Anglo-Indians will then become 
the undisputed masters of India. If this is not preaching open rebellion 
it is impossible to know what rebellion is. If the newspaper which by 
preaching civil war at home attempts to destroy the peace, not only of this 
country, but of England also, does not’ get exemplary punishment, 
the native newspapers will learn a serious lesson. Had a native newspaper 
ventured to write in this strain a proposal would have been mude to 
blow the editor off the cannon’s month, and he. would by this 
time have been transported. But our Lieutenant-Governor is not to 
be moved. He does not find any fault with the Lnglhshman. As long as 
he occupies the musnud of Bengal, there is no hope that the Bengal 
Government will endeavour to check the evil. On the other hand, 
Mr. Thompson is ready to promote those that conduct themselves in a 
‘Imanner which shows them to be above law and order. Mr. Finter is an example. 
He wasin want, and after his speech in the Town Hall the Lieutenant- 
Governor made a provision for him. Good government in such a stirring time 
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in Bengal is impossible under the administration of such a weak and worthless 
man. Unless the higher authorities relieve Mr. Thompson from his heavy res- 
ponsibilities at the juncture, the heart dries up with fear even to imagine the 
serious consequences that are sure to follow. Fresh proofs are forth- 
coming every day how under the shadow of his authority the Europeans 
are indulging in all sorts of abuses. Mr. Allen haughtily saidin the Town 
Hall what could Baboo Magistrates do if they refused to be tried by them. 
The cry was taken up by Mr. Hudson at Behar. The planters of Sylhet 
sang in the same tune. They have come to a determination not to be tried 
by native Magistrates, and to help any one who refuses to be so tried. Is 
not this rising against the authority of Government? 


If the natives of this country catch the contagion from Englishmen 
and refuse to be tried by European judges and determine to help any one 
so refusing, and call meetings in every part of the country, will Mr. Thomp- 
son not try to repress these men? Will he not proceed to punish them? 
Such a threat held out by 40,000 Europeans may well be slighted, but if 250 
millions of men follow their bad example and refuse to be tried by the 
European judges, the matter will assume gigantic proportions, 
Kither Mr. Thompson cannot understand what serious consequences may 
follow, or perfectly aware of all this, he is careless about the matter. 
Whatever the cause, the writer is of opinion Mr. Thompson is not 
the man for the time. It is the duty of the Indian Government to replace 
Mr. Thompson by an abler man, or undertake to puta stop to this attempt 
at rebellion, otherwise very bitter consequences will ensue at no distant date, 


15. The same paper in an article headed “ Must we have everything 

English?” complains of the importation of 
highly paid European Professors in the 
Education Department ; while men, better qualified, can be had in the country 
much cheaper. Ceriainly, men like Mr. Tawney and Mr. Elliot are an honour 
to the service, but for one or two such men there are scores of white dunces 


in the departinent; while native gentlemen, even when educated in 
England cannot find employment in their own country. 


16. The Bangdbdst, ot the 27th October, dwells upon the gloomy 


prospects of the crops this year in Bengal, and 
Tl ts of the crops. 
new , asks Government and zemindars to be up 


European Professors. 


and doing, 


17. The same paper dwells upon the increase of drunkenness, caused 

ee pe by the introduction of the out-still system. 

. The editor regrets to notice that 

Mr. Thompson supports the policy of Sir Ashley Edenin this matter. The 
hope of the people is now centred in Lord Ripon. 


18. The same paper condemns the transfer of Baboo Kali Nath Bose 


i is from the sub-divisional charge of Madareepore, | 
. | Mr. Sharp has, by bringing about this transfer, 
sought to please Mr. Davis, an influential officer of the High Court, to please, 


at the instigation of the Englishman, Mr. Thompson by opposing the 
{lbert Bill and finallv to gratify his ill-feeling towards Bengalis. He 
has gained lis point ; Kali Nath has been transferred ; and that opponent of 
the Ilbert Bill, the sycophant of a Parsee Civilian, Mr. Badshah, has become 
the Badshah of Madareepore. At the instigation of Mr. Sharp, and with the 
advice of the Lnglishman, has Mr. Thompson perpetrated this great wrong 
and given proof of his Imperialism. The defiance which he had so long 
hurled at Lord Ripon by his speeches and writings he has now expressed in 
deed. He has now created a precedent for stopping the mouths of native 
judicial officers. But nfortunately he has not perceived what harm he 


NS 


oye: ee 


has thus done to his own reputation ; already he has lost the respect and 
confidence of the people. This evil will now be aggravated. 

19. <A correspondent of the same paper attributes the unhealthiness = Bawosnasr, 
of the Bengal jails to the following causes:— —_—**- 27th, 1888. 
(1) Bengali convicts are not allowed to smoke 
tobacco; (2) they are not allowed to besmear their bodies with oil ; (3) 
they are not allowed sufficient or good diet; (4) they are not, when sick, 
given good medicines; and (5) they are very hard worked. 

20. The Sulabha Samachar, of the 27th October, observes that there Svrsnma Sawacnan, 
are among Englishmen some that are god-like 9% 27», 188. 
and others who are demon-like in disposition. 
The former hold that India is for the Indians, while the latter are anxious to 
separate India from England, and establish their absolute sovereignty in 
the country. 


21. The Navavibhakar, of the 29th October, gives a summary of the Navavremanas, 
provisions of the Agricultural Loans Act.  O- 29th, 1883. 
The writer is glad that the measure has be- 

come law, and he will await with anxiety the passing of the Agricultural 

Banks Bill, which is even a more important measure. The provisions of the 
Agricultural J.oans Act are such as are likely to lead to the attainment of 

the object aimed at by those who have framed it. There is no reason to 

apprehend failure if Government officers but do their work in this connection 

with ability, and in a spirit of sympathy with agriculturist. 


22. The same paper en the Government Resolution on the  Navavrsmarat. 

| ast report of the Police Department. ‘The 
ieee: editor alate out the desirability of promoting 
education among the members of the police force. Something has indeed been 
done in this direction, but the great majority of the constables continue to be 
illiterate. Owing to their overbearing disposition the police constables are 
always found to be on bad terms with the people. The Lieutenant-Governor 
has done well to direct the attention of the District Superintendents of Police 
‘to the necessity of attending to this matter on the occasion of their 
inspection tours. In this connection the editor would urge the appointment 
of educated Bengalees to the charge of district Police. No European or 
Kast Indian District Superintendent can possibly maintain the peace 
while securing the good will of the people like Baboo Jagadish Nath Raya 
or Baboo Mahendra Nath Hazrah. There is disease at the root of the 


Police. Apply the true remedy. Of what good is it if the symptoms are 
only checked P e 


23. A correspondent of the same paper speaks in terms of high com- Navaviwaaxan. 
mendation of the present Deputy Magistrate 

of Ghatal, Moulvi Bazlal Karim, an able and 
hard-working young man. He isspoken of as a good judicial officer and a 

person of a mild disposition, who is accessible to all. He has conferred 

many benefits upon the sub-division. Unfortunately, owing to his sympathy 

with oppressed tenants, he has incurred the displeasure of some powerful and 

tyrannical zemindars, who have caused anonymous petitions to be submitted 

to the Magistrate against him. 


24. The Surabhi, of the 29th October, regrets to hear that Mr. sah to a 
° ° ; Oct. 29th, 1883. 

Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee in the Indian W. CO. Bonnerjee is spoken of as likely to ob- 
Legislative Council. tain a seat in the Indian Legislative Coun- 
cil as the ryots’ representative. Mr. Bonnerjee is an Anglicised native, who is 
not likely to have much sympathy with the Bengal ryots, and is not known 
to have ever studied their condition. He is not fit to represent them in tbe 
Indian Legislative Council. ie 
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25. The same paper contains a paragraph in which Lord Ripon ig 
Babu Surendra Nath Banerjee’s re. Said to have called for an explanation from the 
ception at Barrackpore, and the Magis- Bengal Government of the proceedings of 
— Mr. Stevens, the Magistrate of the 24-Per- 
gunnahs, on the occasion of Baboo Surendra Nath’s visit to Barrackpore, 
after his release from the Presidency jail. Mr. Stevens has excused himself 
by pleading that in this matter he simply obeyed the orders of Mr. Monro, 
the Commissioner of the Presidency Division. Lord Ripon, the writer adds, 
has ordered the transfer of Mr. Monro to some other division. Mr. Thomp- 
son, however, loves Mr. Monro, and so, instead of carrying out this order, 
has granted him leave. 

26. The same paper thinks it strange that Government should have 

Mr. Thompson and the European taken no notice of the resolution adopted at a 
Defence Association. recent meeting of the European Defence As- 
sociation to the effect that, even if the [bert Bill should become law, its Op- 
ponents would prevent its being carried out in practice. Would Mr. Thomp- 
son have remained quiet if a native association had adopted a similar rego- 
lution ? Anglo-Indians are being shown excessive indulgence. 

27. The Samya, of the 29th October, refers to the state and the pros- 
pects of the crops in Bengal this year. Govern- 
ment, it is said, should take measures for the 
prevention of a famine betimes. Exportation of rice and wheat should be 
stopped. 

P98. The same paper refers to the sentence of whippiug passed on two 
students at Dacca by the Magistrate of that 
district, and to the fact that Mr. Thompson 
has not taken any notice of this action of the Magistrate. The editor ex- 
horts the Indian Association to memorialize the Viceroy against the recur- 
rence of magisterial highhandedness in future. That the Magistrates in 
Bengal have begun to commit such excesses is solely due to the inefficiency 
of the Lieutenant-Governor. 

29. The same paper dwells upon the fitness of Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee 

jo Ot @ Siete to represent the ryots in the Indian Legisla- 

ois ti tive Council. According to the writer, 
Mr. Bonnerjee exceedingly sympathizes with the Bengal ryots. 
30. The Som Prakash, of the 29th October, remarks that the pros- 
Drought and the prospects of the pects of the crops this year in Bengal are 
crops. gloomy. As in the year of the Orissa famine, 
there has been a cessation of the late rains. Last year the outturn of the 
crops was not good, and consequently there is some distress among the 
poor. This will doubtless be aggravated this year. There will be the 
Great International Exhibition in Calcutta, when large numbers of men will 
visit the metropolis. These men must be provided with food. If for this 
purpose the local supply be depended upon, the people of these provinces 
will be pinched with great want. Already the price of rice has risen, and 
will rise more and more as days pass away. It therefore behoves the 
authorities to import grains from other provinces. The attention of 
Lord Ripon is earnestly drawn to this subject. The editor then proceeds 
to dwell upon the desirability of cutting irrigation canals all over the 
country. 

31. The same paper suggests that one day in the week the public 

The International Exhibition. should be granted free admission : oto the 

grounds of the International Exhibition. — 

32. The same paper observes in reference to the remark made in 

RED the last Administration Reports of the Chitta- 

ive opinion. ree 

gong and Bhagulpore Divisions that there 
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was no agitation made in connection with either the Self-Government Bill 
or the Ilbert Bill in those divisions; that this is but another way of saying 
that there is no public opinion in this country, and that people here do not 
agitate on any subject. This is, however, not true; there is really a public 
opinion in this country, and people are in the habit of discussing all subjects. 
Among other things they discuss political matters. Their opinions, how- 
ever, do not reach the ears of Government, and this is because Govern- 
ment does not care to learn them. Even if it learns them, no action is 
taken on them. Hence it is that nobody is anxious to make known his 
views to Government. In this respect the state of things in the mofussil 
remains much as it was under the Mahomedans. The Mahomedan 
Sovereigns did not listen to any agitations, nay, harassed all agitators. 
Under British rule a public opinion exists, and the acts of public officers 
are discussed by the people, but the latter do not think it their duty to 
use means for the reform of any abuses that may exist. And this is because 
such efforts would be of no avail, and further because it is not always 
feasible for people in the mofussil to bring their grievances to the notice 
of the authorities. Once let Government afford proper facilities for the 
expression of public opinion, and it will know whether or not there is any 
public opinion in this country. 

30. The same paper observes that the growing independence of the 

ease edie people of India which has so much displeased 
| Anglo-Indians is a result which nothing can 
retard. Progress is the law of nature, and will Anglo-Indians be able to 
stand in its way? Their hearts are filled with envy at the slightest improve- 
ment in the condition of the people of India; but do they think it will 
always be possible to hold that people in subjection by mere brute force? 
Nowhere does history teach the lesson that a country has always been 
held in subjection by this means. Wherever this has been attempted 
danger has resulted. In such cases brute force is of no avail, but love, 
righteous dealing, and impartial treatment produce highly beneficial con- 
sequences. Love of independence will grow with the acquisition of power 
in the course of time, and as the result of good education, until it becomes 
irrepressible. When it reaches that stage, brute force will not be able to 
check it. Anglo-Indians consider this love of independence on the part 
of natives as dangerous, but it is not so. If the work of the Indian 
Administration could be properly performed at this time, the foundations 
would be thereby laid of the future permanent relations of England and 
India. Ifthe work of the Indian Administration were now performed in 
a generous and impartial spirit, a day would come when India and England 
would depend on each other’s aid, and commerce and manufactures would 
render their connection with each other closer than ever. 

84. The Ananda Bazar Patrika, of the 29th October, says that it is 
opposed to the proposed rent-law. The 
condition of the ryots in Bengal is gradually 
improving, and it is not desirable to interfere with that condition. How- 
ever much Government may legislate in favour of the ryots, and however 
full be the extent of advantages it confers upon them, it will have to con- 
fer some advantages on the zemindars; and as the zemindars are strong, 
they will so use these advantages that Government will not be able to 
protect the ryots from the effects of their anger. Again, Lord Ripon will 
not pass a rent-law which will favour a particular class. His Excellency 
has called to the Legislative Council Baboo Kristo Dass Pal and the 
Maharajah of Durbhanga, and he wishes to do good to the ryots without 
doing any injury to the zemindars. Neither the zemindars nor the ryots 
want the proposed rent-law to be enacted. It will injure the zemindars 
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without really benefiting the ryots, who will find as much evil as good in it. 
85. The same paper notices with sorrow that Mr. Beveridge, Judce 
of Patna, who was believed to be a friend 
of natives, has recommended the abolition 
of the jury system in this conntry. ‘The sessions cases at Patna are tried 
by jurors, who do not allow Mr. Beveridge to send as many persons to 
prison as he likes. Fifty-one per cent. of the prisoners were acquitted, 
Can a human heart bear it? That Mr. Beveridge, instead of putting an 
end to his life under such an affliction, has recommended the abolition of 
the jury system shows that there are very few men who have as much 
patience ashe. Mr. Beveridge’s reason for abolishing the jury system is that 
49 per cent. only of the prisoners were punished at Patna. If this principle 
were followed, the Sessions Judges should first go. For, of the prisoners 
committed to the Sessions, 10 per cent. were punished in Noakhally, 30 
per cent. in Furreedpore, 31 per cent. in Julpigoree, and 33 per cent. in 
Manbhoom ; and in none of these districts is the jury system in force. If the 
Jury system be retained, Mr. Beveridge would have military men, judges, 
missionaries, and railway officials—in other words, Kuropeans—as jurors for 
the trial of natives ; but this would be a departure from the fundamental 
—— of the system, which is the trial of prisoners by their peers or 

equals. 

. 86. The same paper notices a case reported in the Pioneer, in which a 
7 Mussulman youth brought a charge of assault 
re ee 'y® against a European. Though the charge was 
supported by the evidence of respectable 
Mahomedan gentlemen, the case was dismissed by the Kuropean Joint 
Magistrate who triedit. The defendant soon after heard that the people con- 
nected with the complaint would punish him; and notwithstanding all the 
precautions he took, he was robbed one night of all he had. The editor makes 
two remarks upon this case. The first is that formerly when in cases in which 
Europeans were concerned there was miscarriage of justice, they did not 
make a parade of it ; but that this state of things has been reversed since 
the introduction of the Jurisdiction Bill. ‘The second remark runs as fol- 
lows :—Seeing the partiality of judges for Kuropean offenders, we always 
feared that natives would not for ever silently bear such injustice, and that 
if judges did not abstain from doing such injustice, the natives would ulti- 
mately somehow punish the Kuropean who had committed any outrage. 


And if the above statement be correct, what we feared has begun perhaps 
to be realised. 


387. Thesame paper, after giving the facts of the Madaripore case, 


in which Mr. Sharp, the Magistrate of Furreed- 
PP cae caseand the state Hore, on reading an article in the Englishman 


— newspaper, removed from the file of the 
native sub-divisional officer of Madareepore a case in which a summons to 


appear in person or by pleader had been served upon Mr. Davis, the Offi- 
cial Receiver, makes the following observations :— 

“We have written elsewhere thataf partiality was formerly shewn by 
Judges in the administration of justice the Anglo-Indians felt ashamed ; 
but that on account of the Jurisdiction Bill they have begun to make a 
parade of it. Considering, however, the unbounded kindness with which 
Mr. Sharp has acquitted Mr. Davis, why will not the Anglo-Indians boast 
of partiality in the administration of justice ? 

“Mr. Sharp has not done an injustice in acquitting Mr. Davis. The 
Deputy Magistrate of Madareepore would have acquitted. Mr. Davis in this 
case, but reading in the Englishman that the Deputy Magistrate of 
Madareepore had issued a summons to Mr. Davis, and that Mr. Davis would 
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be unnecessarily put to expense and physical trouble, Mr. Sharp of his own 
motion removed the case to his own file, and himself collected evidence for 
the acquittal of Mr. Davis. Acting in this manner, he has produced, to a 
certain extent, a belief in the minds of the European offenders that they have 
nothing to fear; that whatever the offence they commit, they may remain 
without anxiety; that henceforth Judges themselves will provide the 
evidence required in conducting their cases; that no European against 
whom a criminal case is brought will have anything to do; and that if the 
matter be once only brought to the notice of European Judges by some 
axeseepes or in any other way, the Judges will become their agents and seek 
their good. 

“Why will not Anglo-Indian Judges of their own motion acquit 
European offenders ? Many European Judges administer justice casting a 
look towards the authorities. When Mr. Halliday was ruler of this country, 
the indigo-planters hardly ever lost a case. Whatever the offence they 
committed, they were acyjuitted in courts of justice. During Mr. Grant’s 
time this system of administration of justice changed. Then the indigo- 
planters were punished if they committed any offence. Now Mr. Rivers 
Thompson is our Lieutenant-Governor. As formerly, through Mr. Halliday’s 
indulgence, the indigo-planters could commit any offence, so Anglo-Indians 
of the present day have in a manner risen in rebellion against their rulers 
through Mr. Thompson’s indulgence. Why then will not European Judges 
be partial ; why will not European offenders indulge in boasting on being 
acquitted P 

“Mr. Sharp again isa special favourite of Government. Mr. Sharp 
insulted some respectable people of Bogra. Sir Ashley Eden gave him 
indulgence by supporting him. When Mr. Thompson visited Furreedpore 
Mr. Sharp insulted a Mahomedan gentleman, and Mr. Thompson took no 
judicial notice of it. Some zemindars who were minors were ruined in 
consequence of Mr. Sharp’s neglect of duty, and no justice was done. Hence 
it would be a matter of wonder if he did not act arbitrarily and unjustly. 

“The condition of the country has gradually become dreadful in con- 
sequence of the Jurisdiction Bill. This condition is not good either for 
Government or for us. Lord Ripon is now our ruler; he is a wise 
statesman; but we cannot understand how he is tranquilly looking on this 
sad condition of the country. The Anglo-Indians are openly acting as 
rebels. The Lieutenant-Governor of Bengalis openly shewing his sympathy 
with these rebellious Europeans. European Judges are openly shewing 
their sympathy for European offenders; and European offenders, being 
acquitted in consequence of partiality in the administration of justice, have 
openly begun to indulge in boasting. It is impossible in this way to conduct 
a civilised and regular Government. If for some time more such anarchy 
and injustice prevail in Bengal, very sad consequences are likely to result. 
As it is wrong on the part of Lord Ripon to thus tranquilly look on, so it is 
improper on the part of the people to remain in this matter so indifferent.” 

38. The following is a translation of an article in the Sambdd 

Prabhakar, of the 380th October, headed 
act Thompson and the Bengali + Mr, Rivers Thompson and the Bengali 

race” :—** Mr. Rivers Thompson is our ruler ; 
seventy millions of Bengalis own his sway. In proportion as confidence 
is established between the ruler and the ruled will be the amount of 
good that will be rendered possible. The Bengalis have ever been a 
loyal people. However disagreeable might be the line of administrative 
policy adopted by a particular sovereign or ruler, or however great the 
contempt shewn by them, the loyalty of the Bengali race is such as is never 
to be shaken, Sir Ashley Eden’s departure and Mr. Thompson’s advent 
filled the Bengali race with many hopes and expectations. They congra- 
tulated themselves upon having received a pious and liberal-hearted person 
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as Viceroy, and another equally liberal-hearted person as Lieutenant-Govor. 
nor. Up to the moment of the outbreak of the Ilbert agitation those hopes 
of the Bengalees were not completely destroyed. But respect for truth 
emboldens us to say that those hopes have now utterly vanished from 
the heart of the Bengali race. The present conduct of Mr. Thompson has 
compelled the Benegali race to give up all those hopes with a sorrowful heart. 

‘ Unjustifiable attacks upon the personal character of any Government 
official have ever been opposed to the traditions of this journal. To mark 
the respect that is due to truth and justice, however, and in the interests of 
peace and good administration, to make a few observations on the objection- 
able features of the character of a person can never bespeak a lack of loyalty 
on the part of him who makes them. Certain acts done by Mr. Thompson 
after the introduction of the Ilbert Bill evince extreme disfavour towards 
Bengalees. Of course in reference to that measure Mr. Thompson ig 
under an obligation to express his views according to his independent 
judgment. His experience may of course enable him to make correct 
observations regarding the Bill. We are indeed sorry to find him an 
opponent of the Bill, but we are more sorry to notice the language and 
arguments employed in his minute on that Bill. That he attends very 
little to the progress of the subject Bengali race while he is unduly partial 
to Europeans is the opinion which after a perusal of his minute is being 
expressed not only by ourselves but by natives of every province of India. 

‘*His conduct in reference to the Ilbert Bull is producing conse- 
quences more injurious than those which are being produced by the views 
he has expressed on that measure. In India, the non-official Kuropeans 
in Bengal and Assam have assumed the appearance of true rebels, but 
though he is the Jieutenant-Governor of Bengal, he has still given himself 
up so entirely to his love for Europeans that instead of putting down— 
at least warning—those rebels he attends the balls ond parties given by 
them! The Volunteers who are offering the most marked insult to the 
Viceroy are indirectly aggravating that insult by paying the highest honours 
to Mr. Thompson. Now, although we do not believe that Mr. Thompson is 
not at all desirous of witnessing the Viceroy thus insulted by the Volunteers, 
still if His Honor had but declined the honours paid him by that body, there 
would have been no room for comments. 

‘For various reasons, Bengalis are now thinkinz that Mr. Thompson has 
become hostile to them. The Self-Government Bills for the other presidencies 
of India are in a fair way to become law,—nay in certain provinces they have 
already become law; but Mr. Thompson, it is said, is now at length anxiousto 
appoint another Commission. Again, Mr. Westmacott, who is well known for 
his dislike of Bengalis, is to be made the President of the Commission. This 
unnecessary delay and the adoption of a curious policy in reference to the 
Local Self-Government scheme have led people to think that in this matter 
Mr. Thompson exceedingly desires to move in a direction opposed to that of 
the Viceroy. 

“ Another cause of Mr. Thompson’s dislike of Bengalis has been 
brought to light. On the occasion of his mofussil tour before the Doorga 
Pooja holidays he gave parties on board the Rhotas. It is said that in 
Hooghly all the respectable people of the locality except Mr. Brojendra 
Nath De, the Joint Magistrate, were invited to attend the party given there 
by him; Bengalis are thinking that this slight was put upon Mr. De 
because he is a native civilian. "We cannot readily believe that Mr. Thomp- 
son did this purposely. It was of course his Secretaries who had excluded 
Mr. De ; nevertheless, did it not behove Mr. Thompson to make enquiries 
regarding this matter? Once in Behar, on the occasion of a party given 10 
honour of Sir Ashley Eden, the local officials did not invite the same Mr. De ; 
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but Sir Ashley, after enquiry, sent him an invitation. What we desire is 
that Mr. Thompson should seek to find a place in the hearts of the subject 
population. There can be no good government where there does not exist 
respect and confidence between the rulers and the ruled. 

89. We extract the following observations from an article in the 
Praja Bandhu, of the 80th October :—Demon- 
like Englishmen are saying that natives do 
not want the Ibert Bill, apparently because natives have not, like the former, 
danced a demoniacal dance. There would have been a mighty uproar if 
natives had done that. The outcries of two hundred and fifty millions of 
people would have rent the skies, and drowned the unearthly yells of the 
demoniacal Englishmen. The natives purposely abstained from agitation, 
lest by doing so they should hamper the proceedings of Lord Ripon.—In the 
concluding portion of this article the writer asks why it is that Mr. Thompson 
has not consulted any educated or respectable native gentleman in Bengal 
on the merits of the Ilbert Bill. Is it because he dislikes black Bengalis, 
or because he feared that if they were consulted they would smash the 
arguments of the opponents of the Bill to pieces? Or is it because he thinks 
there are no respectable persons in Bengal ? He may dislike the opinions of 
Bengalis, but he does not dislike the dinners given by respectable Bengalis. 

40. The editor of the same paper exhorts his fellow-countrymen not 
to grumble even if the Ilbert Bill be passed 
in a modified form. The Bill, by itself, isa 
small measure. It is the principle involved in it that is of the utmost im- 
portance. Ifthe people of India be not satisfied with a compromise in the 
matter of the Bill, it will become really difficult for Lord Ripon to remain 
in India, inasmuch as both Huropeans and natives will, in that case, be 
dissatisfied. 

41. The Behar Bandhu, of the 25th October, condemns the action of 

a Or eer the Bankipore Police in arresting large num- 

ee : bers of ignorant persons for committing 

nuisance upon the dearah lands. What is required is that a notice should be 
stuck up warningpeople against the commission of the offence under notice. 

42. The Uchit Bakta, of the 27th October, dwells upon the need of 
adopting proper police and sanitary measures 
on the occasion of the ensuing International 
Exhibition at Calcutta. The editor suggests 
that the numerous wayside meat stalls which are now noticed in Calcutta 
should be closed permanently. 


Native opinion on the Ibert Bill. 
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Sanitary measures on the Occasion 
of the exhibition. 


43. The following observations are extracted from the Utkal Dinka, 


A clerkship in the Orissa Com. Of the 6th October. 

os Some days ago a clerkship, worth Rs. 60 
a month, fell vacant in the Commissioner’s office. The Officiating 
Commissioner, Mr. Larminie, appointed to the post a person whom he 
brought from Burdwan. On this subject a correspondent writes to us in 
English a letter published elsewhere, giving expression to his irritated 
feelings. No doubt, the arguments adduced by the correspondent are 
unanswerable. It is a matter of rezret that Mr. Larminie, though he came 
out as Commissioner of Orissa, did not mind the interests of the Uniyas, 
but tried to support his protegés. This is the more keenly felt, inas- 
much as equally qualified men can be had in Orissa. It is never a good 
thing to make people at home fast and foreigners feast. The plan 
adopted by Mr. Smith in filling up vacancies in Government offices was 
excellent. Itis a matter for congratulation that he is soon coming back 
to this place, and will be here on the 12th of the current month. Thus 
we shall have no more to taste of the fruits of the injustice done by officers 
like Mr, Larminie. 
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44. The same paper, in its. issue of the 20th October, writes the 
following — 

Our Commissioner, Mr. Smith, returned to Cuttack o7@ Chana- 

Mr. Smith, the Commissioner of  bally on the 12th of the current month. The 
Orissa. people are glad to see him back in Cuttack. 
It is a matter of regret that he is not going to remain here for more than 
a month, inasmuch as after that period he shall have to officiate as the 
Commissioner of the Presidency Division for about ayear, and there is no 
hope that he will return to Orissa after that period. We shall be very glad 
to see him promoted. It is further rumoured that Mr. Larminie will come 
back as Officiating Commissioner of Orissa; but we advise Government to 
send an intelligent and experienced officer to this place. 

45. The same paper again writes the following :— 

In our issue of the 4th August last we informed the public that 
the criminal Gopee Naik, implicated in the 
murder committed at Chasaparah, within the 
jurisdiction of this town, was sentenced to six years’ rigorous imprisonment 


by the Sessions Judge. He, however, appealed against the order to 
the High Court, and was acquitted a fortnight ago. ‘The assessors had 
given their opinion that the evidence against the criminal was not sufficient, 
and their opinion has been fully endorsed by the High Court. All are 
very much pleased to hear the order of the High Court, while the mysterious 
ways of justice are being much thought upon by the people in general. 
Babu Shyam Soonder Dutt, the Police Inspector, had forwarded the case, 
while a Sub-Inspector named Babu Gadadhur Das, who had doubted the 
truthful character of the case, was dismissed. Now it appears that the 
investigation of Gadadhur Babu was real, and that the District Superintend- 
ent of Police had unjustly deprived him of his bread in a fit of anger. 
We hope that the District Superintendent will now understand that his 
order, which was hastily issued, was injust, ana that the injustice done 
can only be repaired by appointing Gadadhur Babu to his former post, and 
by paying him for the period he was under dismissal. Should an officer 
who tries to bring out the real facts in connection with a case be punished 
in this RL what gentleman, we ask, will pray for enrolment in the Police 
service ! 

Certain embankments in 46. The Sambadbahika, of the Ath 
Balasore. October, writes the following :— 

We publish elsewhere a long letter that we received from the 
northern part of this district. The writer also supplied us with a map, 
pointing out the direction in which the river Subarnarekha flows on near 
Banamada, and the way in which the Bhua embankment goes round 
Bhograi like a large wall; but we could not publish the map. From the 
map it is clear that Government, if it desires to preserve the canal and make 
thousands of its subjects happy in the northrn part of the district, should 
take proper measures to allow flood-water to flow on without obstruction to 
the sea. It further appears from the letter of our correspondent that an 
application tothis effect has already been made, and we hope that the 
prayer of the applicants will be heard. | 

47. Most of the papers in Orissa are drawing the attention of the 
The Calcutta International Exhibi. people to the International Exhibition that 
tion and the Bengal Tenancy Bill. will take place in Calcutta in the next cold 
weather, and to the several provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Bill affecting 


A false case. 


the interests of the zemindars. 
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